Treatment (For Veterinary Use Only)

 Oral drenching around calving with a
supplement of easily absorbed calcium.

IV administration should be done slowly
(over 10-15 minutes) while monitoring
heart rate to avoid cardiac arrestby a
trained veterinarian.

Follow-up with oral calcium to prevent
relapses.

Keep the cow warm, supported, and
turned regularly to avoid injury.

Milk Fever can be prevented
by good feeding and early
attention around calving time
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What is Milk Fever?

Milk fever is a metabolic disease affecting high-
yielding cows, mainly around calving (from
calving up to 3 days after). The disease occurs
when calcium demand for milk exceeds the
body’s ability to mobilize calcium from bones
and absorb it from the intestine, regulated by
parathyroid hormone and vitamin D. If the
cow’s body cannot replace this calcium fast
enough, blood calcium levels drop, causing
muscle weakness and paralysis.

Why It Matters?

Milk fever can cause:
» Reduced milk yield and quality
« Downer cows (unable to stand)
 Delayed recovery and poor fertility

« Higher risk of other diseases
(e.g., mastitis, retained placenta)

 Death of valuable dairy cows

« Economic losses caused by milk fever
cost of medicine

Stages and Signs of Milk Fever Risk Factors

« High milk yield (especially older cows)
« Previous history of milk fever

Restlessness, body Standing, alert —
Stagel  shaking, shuffling early and treatable « High calcium diet before calving (reduces

feet, bellowing stage calcium mobilization ability)

Cow lies on chest (sternal . L
recumbence), dry muzzle, Cannot stand needs o Lack of exercise or over—cond|t|on|ng (fat

cold ears and legs, S-shaped | immediate treatment COWS are more prone
neck, bloating

Stage 2

Lying flat on side,
Stage 3 unconsciousness, severe
bloat, unresponsive

is life-threatening;
cows may die within
hours if untreated.

Prevention and Management

« Early detection treat at Stage 1 before the
cow goes down.

 Feed a low-calcium diet 2-3 weeks
before calving to stimulate calcium

s S regulation.

STAGE 2 - DANGER « Monitor urine pH (use litmus paper) twice

B Py a week to adjust diet balance.

 Provide oral calcium supplements (12-24
hrs before and after calving) for high-risk
COWS.

 Balanced minerals - ensure sufficient

magnesium and vitamin D.

 Provide comfortable calving area and
close observation during calving time.

STAGE 1 - EARLY STAGE 3 - SEVER

Restlessness, Body Shaking, Unconscious, Sever Bloat,
Shuffling feet, Bellowing Cannot Stand

Treat Early- Recovers May Die if Untreated

Fig 1: Clinical Stages of Milk Fever (Hypocalcaemia) in Dairy Cows




