	Info-Tech
	1) Zone and Definition

	Area Closure with Dead Branches
	Agro-ecological zone: all agro-ecological zones
Closure of a degraded area with either live fences, modern fence materials or dead branches to prevent livestock and human interference with the agriculture activities taking place within. Area closures can be permanent or temporary, depending on their objective. As modern fencing material is often too costly, this Info-Tech concentrates on closures using dead branches.

	2) Objective

	Area closures allow recovery and/or regeneration of indigenous vegetation that protects the soil, increases water infiltration and provides fodder for livestock. They can also be used to protect more intensive agricultural activities where grazing would be detrimental (intensified grass production, crops, Push and Pull system, Cut & Carry, etc.). Temporary enclosures can be used to establish a crop or plantation that after a few years can survive without protection. For most areas that are intended to be cropped in any way, permanent enclosures are necessary. For the latter, live fences are more suitable.

	3) Suitability and Adaptability Based on Local Knowledge

	It is suitable on jointly managed land and where sufficient materials and labour for closure implementation are available. Sites need to be close enough to the homesteads in order to allow for proper maintenance. For live fences, see separate Info-Tech. The effort of establishing an area closure must be weighed against the possible gain from activities within.
Agro-pastoralists have practiced area closures but mainly around homesteads. Small enclosures can be found for grass production or small-scale crop production using thorny branches. These experiences can facilitate the introduction of improved area closures. 

	4) Target beneficiaries

	User groups and cooperatives on land under rehabilitation schemes. The labour intensity of the activity offers possibilities to use cash-for work or food-for-work while targeting vulnerable groups.

	5) Yields and Market demand

	Not applicable.

	6) Periods and Phases of Implementation

	To be implemented before the rainy season so that the protection is in place at the beginning of the rainy season. This will allow plants within the enclosure to benefit most from the rains. A regeneration period for pastures can last between 2 and 4 years before re-entering into the pastoral rangeland management cycle. 

	7) Planning and Implementation Arrangements

	· Establish with the supporting organisation or the woreda authorities funding for the grants needed to implement activities (inputs, cash/food-for-work);
· Raise awareness for the activity “establishing area closure”. 
· Continue only if kebele authorities and communities and resource users show interest and commitment;
· Have community contact and inform secondary rights holders about the intended area closure; 
· Possibly assist in facilitating a settlement between different users and rights holders;
· Agreement among beneficiaries and supporting experts on plot location and their respective inputs for area closure establishment. This is linked to the intended use of the area to be enclosed. See relevant separate Info-Techs. 
· Assist in planning for the initial use of the area enclosure (permanent or temporary, crops or fodder, beekeeping, Cut & Carry, controlled grazing, etc.) and document such decisions including planned activities and persons responsible. For implementation of these uses, see separate Info-Techs.

	8) Work Steps and Input Requirements

	· Assist in assigning clear jobs to each person or group and monitor their activity at regular intervals
· Supervise collection of fallen thorny branches in the surroundings;
· Supervise the cutting of thorny branches from dead trees if more material is needed;
· Supervise the placement of branches along the border of the area to be protected;
· Inspect the quality of the enclosure;
· Inputs for Area closure out of dead branches (1 ha):	
· 1 machete per person for cutting of dead wood;	
· 40 labour days if material is locally available;
· After initial closure is finished:
· Visit regularly and organise the community to monitor the integrity of the enclosure through regular inspections;
· Discuss with community/user group to enhance their organisational efforts to protect the enclosure and enforce their user regulations.

	9) Risks, Constraints and Limitations 

	· The benefits of the area closure might be considered as too little compared with the effort to build, maintain and monitor the area closure;
· Conflicts may arise due to the perception that all land must be freely accessible as communal land;
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Risk of other secondary rights holders not respecting agreement;
· Risk of user group and local authorities not willing to enforce rules with sanctions because of fear for community peace;
· Environmental risk of cutting too many thorny branches from living trees. 



