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Regulation No.509/2022

This Regulation is issued by the Council of
Ministers pursuant to Article 45 (2) of the
Definition of Power and Duties of the

Executive Organs of the Federal Democratic

Republic of Ethiopia Proclamation No.

1263/2021.

1. Shect Title
This Regulation may be cited as
"Definition of Organization, Powers and
Duties of the Ethiopian Agriculture

Authority Regulation No.509 /2022".
2. Definition

In this Regulation, unless the context

otherwise requires:
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2/

3/

4/

5/

“Certificate” means a document issued
for verification of compliance with the
authority's standards of efficiency,
quality, safety, cure, health and other
requirements of agricultural technology
or agricultural inputs or agricultural
production;

“Certificate of Competence” means a
legal certificate issued, to those who
wish to engage in the production,
marketing,

import, or export of

regulated  agricultural inputs or
agricultural products or to provide
agricultural services, by the Authority

upon fulfillment of the requirements;

“License” means excluding business
licenses; it is a document issued for
activities that fall under the Authority’s
power and function in accordance with
the requirements set by the Authority
or any other applicable laws;
“Registration” means a process by
which agricultural technology,
agricultural input, agricultural product
and agricultural service are granted
recognition being approved by the
Authority, fulfilling the necessary
requirements, before they can be
implemented or utilized;

“Agricultural Technology” is an
invention of traditional and scientific
research that has been approved and
registered by the Authority in the fields
of animal, plant and agro-natural

resources to increase productivity,
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8/

reduce loss, and improve quality and
health;

“Breeder's Right Protection” means
recognition and granting of sole
ownership to an applicant conforming
that the animal breed or plant variety is
generated or developed by the

applicant meeting requirements as
approved by the Authority;

“Agricultural Inputs” means plant
seeds and animal breeds, pesticides,
fertilizers, feed and raw materials for
feed, veterinary vaccines, veterinary
animal

drugs and  equipment,

husbandry equipment, animal
production and processing equipment;
body

equipment  of

arm  implements, armor,
construction  and
abattoirs, irrigation equipment,
chemicals and materials needed for
laboratory testing, and others that the
Authority designates as agricultural

inputs within the legal framework;

“Pesticides” means any substances or

mixture of substances, or a living

organism intended for preventing,

destroying or controlling:

a) any pet, including vectors of human
or animal diseases;

b) unwanted species of plants or
animals causing harm during or
otherwise interfering with the

production, processing, storage,
transport or marketing of food,

agricultural commodities, wood and
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9/

10/

wood products or animal feed stuffs;
or
¢) insects or other pests on bodies of
anmimals;
and includes substances intended for
use as a plant growth regulator,
defoliant, desiccant, or agent for
thinning fruit or preventing the
premature fall of fruit, and substances
applied to crops either before or after

harvest to protect the commodity from

deterioration during storage and
transport;
“Veterinary Drug” ineans any

substance or mixture of substance

used to diagnose, treatment, or
prevention of animal disease and
includes products used to treat
internal and external parasites and
diseases transmitting vectors,
biological products, sanitary items,
and veterinary equipment, as well as
others that the Authority designates
as veterinary drugs within the legal
framework;

“Agricultural Product” means locally
produced or imported unprocessed or
semi-processed plant, plant product,
feed, animal, animal product and by-
products or wildlife products, forest
and forest products, fish, honey and
honey product or others that the
Authority designates as agricultural

product based on legal framework;
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11/ “Unprocessed agricultural product” is
defined as agricultural products being
produced in raw form or subsequently
sliced, pulverized, chilled, unaffected,
undried, untreated by additive, salt and
otherwise sealed or unsealed by other

similar processes;

12/ “Semi-processed agricultural product”
is defined as agricultural products
being produced in raw form or
subsequently refined, peeled,

unaffected, undried, untreated by

additive, salt and otherwise sealed or

unsealed by other similar processes;

13

—_—

“Agricultural Service” means services
provided by an Agricultural Research,
Agricultural Extension-Advisory
service, Mechanization services and
Mechanization Maintenance or any
other service designated as agricultural
services by the Authority that requires

license or certificate and monitorig;

14/ “Agricultural ~ Regulatory ~ Service

Provision Center” means an

agricultural technology
characterization,  competency &
efficacy testing center, laboratory,
agricultural mechanization testing and
certification center, entrance and exit
checkpoint,  abattoirs, ~ post-entry
quarantine station, quarantine station,
branch offices and other areas where

regulatory service is provided;
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15/

“Inspector” is a professional who is

assigned to conduct regulatory

activities  according to  pre-set
requirements and laws that state about
performance, efficacy, quality, safety
and health of agricultural technology,
agricultural input, agricultural products

and agricultural services;

16/ “Regulatory” is a system of approval,

registration and control based on
information,
field

laboratory testing to ensure whether an

organized expert

evaluation, observation or
agricultural technology, agricultural

input, agricultural product and
agricultural service has the expected
performance, efficacy, quality, safety

or health as compared to pre-set

requirements and agricultural
standards;
17/ “Quarantine” means an official

18/

confinement of plants, plant products,
animals and animal products and other
controlled materials for monitoring,

further
treatment for a specified length of

research, inspection  or
time;

“Agricultural Standard” is a document
prepared to measure the minimum
efficiency, performance, efficacy,
quality, safety and health requirements
for regulated agricultural technology,
agricultural inputs, agricultural product

and services;
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19/ “Authority” means the Ethiopian
Agriculture Authority;

20/ “Ministry or Minister” means the
Ministry of Agriculture or its Minister,

respectively;

21/ “Region” means any state referred to in
Article 47 of the Constitution of the
Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia and including the Addis
Ababa City Administration and Dire
Dawa Administrations;

22/ “Person” means any natural person or
legal entity;

23/ The provisions expressed in masculine
in this Regulation include the feminine

gender.

. Obiecti

Establish and implement a strong
regulatory system in the agricultural sector
to improve international and national
competitiveness, minimize or eliminate
harmful impact on human, animal and

plant health and environment.

- Head Office

The Authority shall have its Head office
in Addis Ababa and may have branch
offices and Regulatory centers elsewhere,

as may be necessary.

P 1 Dutics of the Authori

The Authority shall have the following

power and duties:

1/ Prepares professional licensing and
certificate of competence requirements
for agricultural services, agricultural

input, product and marketing; issue;
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2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7

renew, suspend or revoke license as

may be necessary;

Issues, as may be necessary, renews,

suspends and cancels licenses to
professionals engaged in veterinary

drug and feed production and trade;

Provides and registers certificate of
coinpetence to importers or exporters of
agricultural inputs or agricultural
products, as may be necessary, renews,

suspends and cancels such certificates;

Issues and registers competence of
certificate for activities run related to
agricultural input, agricultural
production, and marketing activities in
more than one region within the
country; renews, suspends and cancels
the certificate;

Tests the performance of imported and
locally developed agricultural
technology and registers such; grants
and administers breeder's right upon
request by an applicant and conducting
the necessary examination;

Issues quality certificate for agricultural
inputs and agricultural products after
evaluating for performance, efficacy,
efficiency, quality or safety according
to requirements and agricultural
standards. and suspends or revoke the
certificate as may be necessary;

Issues certificate of competency to
livestock and plant products production,
processing plant, storage, wholesale

areas in accordance with requirements
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8/

9/

standards;

suspends and revoke as may be

agricultural renews,
necessary;

Implements  existing  Agricultural
standards related to agricultural inputs
and agricultural products quality,
efficacy, safety and health; amends as
needed; and issues new standards in
collaboration with Ethiopian Standard
Institute;

Ensures agricultural service provision,
agricultural input production and
agriculture production and marketing
are implemented according to national
or international quality health, food
safety  standards  through field
mspection and laboratory testing or
through third party service providers; as

necessary and issues a valid plant or

animal health certificate;

10/ Ensures that imported and regulated

agricultural inputs and products meet
the legal requirements of quality, health
and safety; issue pre import permit and
import release permit and export
permit; If it does not meet the
requirement, suspends, or orders
treatment or corrective measure or, if
necessary, dispose off or return to the

country of origin;

11/ Issues, renews, suspends or revokes, as

may be necessary, an international
health certificate to agricultural inputs
and products, produced locally and
destined for export, approving that they
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fulfill international or ixil-porting
country’s standards for quality, safety
and health;

12/ Agricultural inputs and products

produced locally by a person holding
cettificate of competerice, are certified
in accordahce with the quality and
health standards set by the authority
and relevant body by conducting
inspection, testing and registers,
certifies, refiew, suspend and revoke the

certificate as may be necessary;

13/ Cause to implement international,

continental and regional regulatory and

quaranting principles and agreements.

14/ Setves as a data center for agricultural

inputs, products and services, makes
information accessible to users as
hecessary, verifies the accuracy and
relevance of information, and prevents
the dissemination of ambiguous or

indccurate information:

15/ Establishes and  capacitates  the

Authority's  agricultural  regulatory
services, and endeavor to gain
international recognition or

accreditation as may be necessary;

16/ Implement the list of agricultural inputs

and additives; categorize each of them,
based on their type, regularly review

lists, and prepares new ones;

17/ Conducts plant quarantine pests and

diseases surveillance, as well as trans
boundary animal disease surveys,
carries out risk analyses; and sets up a

system and prepare a Directive;

Y|
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18/ Establishes and organizes pre and post
entry Plant and Animal quarantine posts

and' plant seed post control stations;

19/ Prepares national quarantine pest and
disease list by studying plant and

animal pests and diseases prevalence;

20/ Regulates plant and animal inputs after

registration during storage,
transportation, distribution, marketing,
use and disposal in accordance with
appropriate legal framework;

21/ Identifies, registers and monitors
animals, animal products, animal bi-

feed,

products from regulatory perspective;

products, plants and plant
studies and monitors their traceability
as may be necessary;

22/ The

implement internationally and other

Authority mﬁy adopt and

country’'s  recognized  agreements,
standards and regulatory mechanisms
as necessary; signs an agreement in
accordance with the law;

23/ Agricultural  inputs or products

regulated by this Regulation may be

seized, disposed off, recollect from

market, or confiscate by law if they do

not comply with the requirements of

this Regulation or any other laws;

24/ Monitors,  draws from
agricultural

registered by the Authority that enters

sample

mput and  product

into market; and conducts tests and
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takes action in collaboration with

regions on negatively ending results;

25/ Assess adverse effects of agricultural
inputs and  products on the
environment, human beings, animals
and plants due to non-compliance with
the regulatory requirements, and based
on the results, take the necessary legal
action in collaboration with the
appropriate regional authority;

26/ Assesses and gives permit to field trial
requests on veterinary drugs or vaccine,
pesticides or fertilizer;, monitors and
regulates that the trials are carried out
according to good animal and
agricultural practices; forwards

constructive recommendations orders

trial suspension or termination as may

be necessary:;

27/ Confiscate agricultural inputs and
products that are counterfeit, out of
date, of unknown origin, adulterated
with foreign matter or that do not meet
requirements; it shall remove non-
conforming input or product along
with an appropriate bodies and
monitors proper disposal;

28/ Tssues import permit to a sample of any
micro-organism or animal or plant life
forms when imported from foreign
countries; regulates and monitors
domestic biodiversity to prevent from
any adverse effect by invasive alien
spices; authorize access to genetic

resources based on available laws;
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29/ Assigns the necessary inspectors (o
carry out its power and duties;

30/ Collects service fees in accordanc: with
the rate determined by Council of
Ministers;

31/ Owns property, enter into contracts, sue
and be sued in its own name.

6. Oreanizational structure of the
Authority
The Authority shall have:-
1/ A Chief Executive Officer
2/ Deputy Chief Executive Officers as
required; and
3/ The necessary staffs.

7. Power and Duties of the Chief Executive
QOfficer
1/ The

plan, direct and manage the activities

Chief Executive Officer shall

of the Authority: _
2/ Without limiting the generality of Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, the Chief
Executive Officer shall;
a) exercise the power and duties of
the Authority stated under
Article 5 of this Regulation;

b) employ and administer
employees of the Authority in
accordance with the Federal
Civil Service laws;

c) prepare the work program and
budget of the Authority, and
implement the same upon
approval:

d) effect payments in accordance
with the approved budget and

work program of the Authority;
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€) represent the Authority in its
dealings with third parties;
H prepare and submit to the
Ministry the performance and
financial of the
Authority.
3/ The Chief Executive Officer may

delegate part of his power and duties

reports

to the officials and employees of the
Authority to the extent nccessély for
the effective performance of the
activities of the Authority.

8. p | Duties of D Chief
Exccutive Officers
The Deputy Chief Executive Officer shall
have the following power and duties:
1/ Plans, directs and coordinates the
activities of the sub-sector it leads;
2/ In the absence of the Chief
Officer

delegation shall act in place of the

Executive and upon
Chief Executive Officer; failing
such delegation a Deputy Chief
Executive Officer with the longest
tenure shall be designated.

3/ Perform any other duties assigned

by the Chief Executive Officer.

9. Budget
The budget of the Authority shall be

allocated by the Government;
10. Book of Accounts
1/ The Authority shall keep complete and

accurate books of accounts;



w

TINEFIE

dfided 126 UM RVC AF “LOIP TF 4 §HI3 99° Federal Negarit Gazette No. 31,217 April, 2022 ... page

14215

&€/ ean ooy

LA a1 130 th

N22T  (dRéA  PT hRAC oo
N0 229 Fm- AL AT (¢ Gent:
Bavldang.::
I4. £ P23050F 20
LV LMl N&LéA 2944 2H0M 2
hoN01 3 B9 e05 LPGA::
K50 ANQ e ene TF 7% EMis 9.9

0N hyowg: (2/C)
PATPRP LRLAT APheO PP
TN mPAL “1307C

2/ The book of accounts of the Authority
shall be audited annually by the
Federal Auditor General or by an
Auditors assigned by the Auditor
General.

11. Effective Date

This Regulation shall enter into force on

the date of publication in the Federal

Negarit Gazette.

Done at Addis Ababa, on this 21* Day of
April, 2022.

ABIY AHMED (DR.)
PRIME MINISTER OF THE FEDERAL
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA



